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move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 251, S. 1944, 
a bill to create jobs by providing payroll tax 
relief for middle class families and busi-
nesses, and for other purposes: 

Harry Reid, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Richard 
J. Durbin, Charles E. Schumer, Carl 
Levin, Debbie Stabenow, Kent Conrad, 
Joseph I. Lieberman, Dianne Feinstein, 
Jeff Bingaman, Tim Johnson, Daniel K. 
Inouye, John F. Kerry, Max Baucus, 
Daniel K. Akaka, Richard Blumenthal, 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that we resume morning business 
under the previous order; further, that 
morning business be extended until 6 
p.m. this evening with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent to enter into a 
colloquy with my Republican col-
leagues during our morning business 
time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY 
SECURITY ACT 

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I 
rise this morning to discuss the North 
American Energy Security Act in a 
colloquy with my colleagues. Joining 
me will be our leader, Senator MITCH 
MCCONNELL of Kentucky, Senator KAY 
BAILEY HUTCHISON of Texas, Senator 
JOHNNY ISAKSON from the great State 
of Georgia, Senator MIKE JOHANNS 
from Nebraska, and Senator JIM 
INHOFE of Oklahoma. We are here to 
discuss a very solutions-oriented piece 
of legislation. It is about creating jobs. 
It is about creating energy security for 
our Nation. It is about good environ-
mental stewardship. It is about all of 
these things and more. 

We want to take this opportunity to 
discuss the legislation and encourage— 
to urge—our fellow colleagues to join 
with us to create jobs and opportunity 
for the American people. In a nutshell, 
this legislation clears the way for the 
Keystone XL Pipeline, which is a 1,700- 
mile pipeline that will run from Al-
berta, Canada, all the way down to the 
gulf coast region of the country, down 
to the refineries in the United States. 

This blue line shows the route of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline. This red line 
shows an existing pipeline, the Key-
stone Pipeline, which was built very re-
cently by TransCanada. It provides al-
most 600,000 barrels a day of crude to 

the United States. The Keystone XL 
Pipeline would provide more than 
700,000 barrels a day of crude oil to our 
refineries. In addition, it will also haul 
domestic crude from States such as 
North Dakota and Montana. 

It will put 100,000 barrels a day of our 
own light, sweet, domestic crude into 
the pipeline to bring it down for our 
needs in the country. It will also bring 
oil from places such as Cushing, OK, 
where we currently have backlogs to 
the refineries, as well. So it is also 
about moving oil within our country as 
well as bringing Canadian crude to the 
United States and to our refineries. 

I mentioned it is a job creation bill. 
As our leader said just a minute ago, 
just the construction alone will put 
20,000 workers on the job—20,000 work-
ers on the job—just constructing the 
pipeline. The Perryman Group out of 
Waco, TX, has indicated more than 
250,000 jobs. It is a huge job creator. 

I yield to our leader, Senator MCCON-
NELL. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. If the Senator will 
yield on that point, it is my under-
standing, and is it not correct, that 
these are not jobs sometime in the fu-
ture but these are, in fact, jobs that 
just as soon as the President would 
sign off on this, this project is ready to 
go. We don’t have to borrow any—the 
government doesn’t have to borrow any 
money and they don’t have to try to 
stimulate anything. This is a project, 
as I understand it, I would ask my 
friend from North Dakota, that is lit-
erally shovel ready and will not cost 
the government a penny? 

Mr. HOEVEN. This is a project that 
is absolutely ready to go and will not 
cost the Federal Government one 
penny. It puts 20,000 workers on the job 
right away. 

The hurdle was the route through Ne-
braska, but we have now worked with 
the State of Nebraska. They have had a 
special session. They have set up a 
process to clear that part of the route. 
Our legislation says within 60 days 
after passage of this bill the route is 
deemed approved. That is after 3 years 
of process through the EPA. 

So we are ready to go. We have ad-
dressed the issues. We can put these 
people on the job now if we can get the 
Presidential approval. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. In fact, I would 
say to my friend, the Senator from Ne-
braska is on the Senate floor with us 
right now. He could further underscore 
that the people of Nebraska, having 
now satisfied the concern they had ear-
lier about location, seem to be ready to 
go. 

Mr. JOHANNS. Madam President, I 
appreciate the opportunity to respond 
to the leader’s comment and his ques-
tion. The leader is absolutely right. 
The people of Nebraska, through their 
elected officials, have worked with the 
company building this pipeline in that 
they have resolved their differences. 

The reason I support this legislation 
and have decided to be a cosponsor of 
the legislation is that this legislation 

respects the Nebraska process. It says 
there will be a process in Nebraska 
where we will site the pipeline in the 
best place. This legislation says that is 
fine. But what this legislation also ac-
knowledges is, on the entire rest of the 
pipeline outside of the State of Ne-
braska, this is ready to be built today. 

The President of the United States 
has had 3 years of background study 
and extensive environmental study, as 
the leader has pointed out, and nothing 
is going to change outside of the State 
of Nebraska. So work can begin today. 
There is just one person holding up 
that work. That is the President of the 
United States. With the stroke of a 
pen, he can turn this project loose. It 
will respect what is going on in Ne-
braska. Workers can be hired, the pipe-
line can be built, and those jobs can be 
literally provided today. 

So I support this legislation. I am 
proud to be here this morning to say 
that and to thank the Senator from 
North Dakota, the minority leader, and 
all others who have worked with us to 
solve this problem. The problem is 
solved. We are ready to create the jobs. 
It is my hope the President will an-
nounce that he is ready to proceed to 
create these jobs for American work-
ers. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Could I ask one 
further question of either or both of 
the Senators—and Senator ISAKSON as 
well. 

I understand there is a suggestion 
that there may be political concerns on 
the President’s part, and we all know 
that most environmental groups are 
very much on the Democratic side. But 
is it not the case that there are a num-
ber of unions in the country—most of 
which, certainly, do not support Re-
publicans anywhere I know—that also 
feel passionately about this issue and 
would like to get to work? Is that not 
the case? 

Mr. HOEVEN. I ask Senator 
JOHANNS, would he like to respond? 

Mr. JOHANNS. I have worked on this 
issue for a number of months—actu-
ally, a couple of years. Here is the situ-
ation: Unions are ready to go to work. 
I talk to the locals in Nebraska on a 
regular basis, and they talk about un-
employment numbers that are stag-
gering, in the double-digits, which, in 
our State, is remarkable because we 
have an unemployment rate of 4.2 per-
cent. 

The unions are ready to go to work, 
bringing their skills and their talents 
to bear. The leader’s observation is ab-
solutely right. 

For the environmentalists, on the 
other hand, it is not the pipeline, it is 
not the location, it is that they do not 
want the tar sands development to 
occur. So the President is on the horns 
of a dilemma. Part of his base, the 
unions, are saying: Create the jobs. 
There is already a pipeline. Let’s go 
out there and do this in the most envi-
ronmentally sensitive way we possibly 
can. 
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